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Tempest de Franck Vigroux en compagnie du vidéaste Antoine Schmitt. - Jazz / Musiques Nimes Théatre de Nimes. Théatre Bernadette Lafont
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Artiste associé au Théatre de Nimes, Franck Vigroux propose ung
visuelle en compagnie du vidéaste Antoine Schmitt.

Au centre de la scéne, Franck Vigroux et Antoine Schmitt se tiennent devant leurs instruments :
synthétiseur analogique, laptop, effets... Les deux artistes se produisent live mais leur présence
rapidement s’efface car le son et I'image captivent I'attention. Sur un écran en surplomb, les

« particules-pixels » d’Antoine Schmitt créent un ballet de formes ; et la salle s’emplit des sons, des
bruits eux aussi mouvants de Franck Vigroux. Durant cette représentation singuliére, I'ceil et I'oreille
percoivent des congruences : mémes mouvements, mémes intensités des images et du son... Le
duo compose ainsi, en direct, une sorte de théatre d’illusion, évocation métaphorique du « bruit

cosmique » au temps du big bang.

Jean-Guillaume Lebrun

Musique et vidéo Tempest de Franck Vigroux en compagnie du vidéaste Antoine Schmitt.

A PROPOS DE L'EVENEMENT

Tempest de Franck Vigroux en compagnie du vidéaste Antoine Schmitt.
du Mardi 28 avril 2020 au Mardi 28 avril 2020

Théatre de Nimes. Théatre Bernadette Lafont

1 place de la Calade, 30 000 Nimes

L'Odéon

7 rue Pierre Semard, 30000 Nimes.

Tél. : 04 66 36 65 00.
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‘Click Interview” with Franck Vigroux: ‘Emancipation And Culture Must Be More Important Than Economy’ - Side-Line Music Magazine
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French artist Franck Vigroux defines himself ‘a multifaceted
artist’. He started playing the guitar and later on started
experimenting with electronics. From electro-acoustic and
experimental electronic music to modern composition,
improvisation, radio works and avant-rock his compositions are
diversified. He also likes working with other artist, but his latest
album “Totem” is a solo full length on which this visionary artist
covers ambient-noise, minimal-electronics, pure experimental
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exposures and a few more influences for the ride. It’s a complex
piece of work, but still a fascinating experience. The work has
been released on Aesthetical, which is a subdivision of the dark-
ambient label Cyclic Law.

(Courtesy by Inferno Sound Diaries)

Q: I think you were playing the guitar before getting
fascinated by electronic equipment. How did this evolution
happened and what inspired and incited you to enlarge your
artistic horizon?

Franck:Yes, and I’m still playing guitar, not so often and not
live, but | think I’ll do it again one of these days... | started
working with computers, tape machines, turntables because |
thought it was the easiest, cheapest and quickest way to create a
very wide variety of sounds compared to the possibilities offered
by a guitar, even if it’s a great instrument. Also | think | had
enough about playing guitar and | was looking for a more
‘orchestral sound’ that | could do by myself. And of course the
main reason was my discovery of electroacoustic music and
experimental music of all sorts.

Q: It’s really hard and often impossible to define your sound!
| rather experience your work as a mix of multiple
influences, which makes you a bit *atypical’, but still
‘visionary’ in your global approach. Can you tell us a bit
more about this approach and the process of conceiving
sounds/noises and writing songs?

Franck: Thanks to say that! Among the important things for me
there’s that idea of “taste for sound’, it’s very subjective... | like
both the ‘beautiful sound” as well as super saturated fuzzy
sounds... and I try to make a combination. Then the rest is
silence, rhythm and harmony... the basics of music.

My way to create sounds is super simple, | use some electronic
devices to generate sounds an then I sculpt them...
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Q: I know it’s a bit weird to say, but listening to your new
album “Totem” | got a similar sensation as watching the
work of Marcel Duchamp; creating new stuff by using ideas
and styles that already exist! Are you a sonic ‘dadaist’, but
more seriously, how do we have to understand your creation
and concept of music?

Franck:HAHA why not | didn’t think about sonic Dadaism, but |
accept it as a compliment. | remember Igor Stravinsky said ‘I
would love to compose tonal music but it’s too complicated’ of

course he was referring to history of music and 20th Century
context. For me tonal or atonal, tribal music or super
sophisticated composition etc.. are possible elements of a whole
structure, 1°‘m interested in the combination of all those.

There’s a comment about my album on Youtube a woman
doesn’t like it an she says: ‘this is not music, just samples put all
together” Absolutely Duchamp!

Q: Let’s talk about “Totem”, which is driven by a kind of
conceptual idea, ‘reflecting on ancient culture’s use and
reverence for emblematic monuments which most often
represent myths and stories’. Can you explain a bit more and
especially how you transpose such a theme into sounds and
noises?

Franck: | don’t want to be disappointing, but when | create music
(not when | work with visuals) | don’t think about any cultural,
philosophical or any non4 musical concept. It’s only when the
music is acheived, when I have to find visuals for the cover,
tracks names and album titles that | start thinking to a possible
and coherent signification or identification related to the music
and of courses my non musical concerns that time.

Q: “Totem” is the first aloum released on “Aesthetical”,
which is a sub-division of the dark-ambient label Cyclic Law.
I can imagine it’s something special to be the first artist
featured on a new label, but it probably also is a bit tricky as
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more and more labels are closing their doors. How did this
collaboration happened and what do you expect?

Franck: Indeed these last years | mostly received requests for the
release of EP’s and LP’s on new labels..., Aesthetical, Jezgro,
Cosmo Rhythmatic... | realize it’s not an easy thing to set up a
new label today and all these labels don’t spare any effort to
release this kind of music. They did it well and I’m very grateful
to them. It’s so important to release non-mainstream music even
if it’s a real jungle, because it can still slowly reach new
audiences... emancipation and culture must be more important
than economy.

Q: You like working with other artists and also visual artists,
which is an opportunity to bring different arts together.
What fascinates you in these collaborative efforts and are
there new performances in the pipeline you might already
reveal?

Franck:Since some years | have worked intensively with visuals
artists Antoine Schmitt from Paris and Kurt d’Haeseleer from
Brussels. Their work is aesthetically distant, but my music fits
very well with both. Within the past | did some experimental
films myself so questioning my music with motion pictures has
always been part of my work. | “m quiet proud of the work we
did together, “Tempest”, “Chronostasis”, “Centaure” or “H”... |
think these are real hypnotic experiences. The idea of a 40’
audiovisual performance is a challenge, it requires to be ready to
real collaboration in terms of writing.

I also occasionally work with other visual artists, but more for
my stage performances which are a combination of dance,
machinery, video and music. These days I’m working with Kurt
d’Haeseleer on a new AV live “The Island” and there’s also an
idea of a new project “A_Total” with Antoine, but probably later.

Since you’re here ...

... Wwe have a small favour to ask. More people are reading Side-Line
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| Franck Vigroux — Totem (Aesthetical)

CHRIS DOWNTON REVIEWS

Ever-prolific French electronic producer and multi-instrumentalist Franck Vigroux only just graced
us with his ‘Desastre’ EP a few months ago, and now this latest album ‘Totem’ offers up the first
release from new Berlin label Aesthetical. Those already familiar with Vigroux’s previous work will
have a good idea of what to expect here, but in this case the ten tracks collected here see him

taking his dark atmospheric fusion of industrial noise, harsh IDM rhythms and cinematic ambience
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to new levels of potency.

Opening track ‘Tropiques’ throws the listener straight in head first, as vast walls of buzzing distorted
synths surge against whirring ambient electronics, the violent cluster chords pitchshifting all over the
place like a seriously disturbed cousin of Tangerine Dream before a sudden signal cut brings everything to

a halt.

‘Capaupire’ meanwhile gets more sheeny and subliminal as dark sub-bass swells curve against minimalist
hiphop rhythms and vaporous background ambience, though the fiery distorted synths are never too far
from the surface, raging back into the foreground before dying away, only to be replaced by what sound

like treated horn samples.

Elsewhere, ‘Baron’ ventures out into gleaming industrial hiphop as steel-edged kicks prowl against moody
bass tones, before dark majestic synth orchestration begins to unfurl, the beats shifting into stuttering

bursts of static as the ominous cinematic atmosphere continues to build.

It's epic closing track ‘Diaphane’ though that easily represents this album’s most ambitious moment,
spending ten minutes shifting from coldly delicate trails of synthetic orchestration, into more ragged
post-rock territory as shearing overdriven synth chords gradually rise into focus, powering things off

towards the horizon alongside a warm bleed of background ambience. All up, ‘Totem’ is easily one of the

strongest dark electronic / industrial albums I've heard so far this year.
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Genre/Influences: Experimental, minimal-electronics.

Background/Info:
While most of us
already know French
artist Franck
Vigroux for years
now, Aesthetical is a
totally unknown
label. It’s a new
label and sub-
division of the
leading dark-ambient
label Cyclic Law.
“Totem” is
‘reflecting on ancient culture’s use and reverence for emblematic
monuments which most often represent myths and stories, the
album’s narrative has been infused with such symbolic and
depicts an envisioned mythology, unfolding through its 10 aural
pieces’. “Totem” is available as CD and double vinyl ¢ format
while you of course will also find it on digital platforms.

Content: Franck Vigroux remains a unigue sound experience.
His work is mixing different genres, but he also likes to switch
from one album to the other. “Totem” covers ambient-noise,

https://www.side-line.com/franck-vigroux-totem-cd-album-aesthetical/[14/10/2019 17:00:35]


https://www.side-line.com/category/reviews/
https://www.side-line.com/author/side-line-reviews/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.side-line.com/franck-vigroux-totem-cd-album-aesthetical/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.side-line.com/franck-vigroux-totem-cd-album-aesthetical/
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.side-line.com/franck-vigroux-totem-cd-album-aesthetical/
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.side-line.com/franck-vigroux-totem-cd-album-aesthetical/
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.side-line.com/franck-vigroux-totem-cd-album-aesthetical/
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.side-line.com/franck-vigroux-totem-cd-album-aesthetical/
https://www.side-line.com/tag/vinyl/

Franck Vigroux — Totem (CD Album — Aesthetical) - Side-Line Music Magazine

minimal-electronics, pure experimental exposures and a few
more influences for the ride. Irregular rhythms, ghost-like
atmospheres, industrial sound treatments, aggressive blasting
sequences and fuzzy guitar play can be all noticed at “Totem”.

+ + + : If there’s one avant-garde artist | would think about it
would be for sure Franck Vigroux. This artist has something
visionary, but his newest work especially gives me the
impression of an aloum which is “breaking the codes’. He’s
mixing different influences and all the tracks appear to be
inspired by other elements. | like the more minimal-electro cuts
such as “Capaupire” and “Rhinocéros”, but I also enjoy the
impressive, blasting sound manipulations emerging from
“Télévision”.

———: Some experimental passages are less accessible so I’'m
less convinced by tracks such as “Cris” and “Tropiques”.

Conclusion: Don’t ask me why, but Franck Vigroux’ “Totem”
makes me think to one of the masters from the Dadaist
movement, Marcel Duchamp! It’s weird and feels a bit like
‘recycled music’ which in the end creates a new dimension.

Best songs: “Rhinocéros”, “Capaupire”, “Chronostasis Grand
Finale”.

Rate: (7v2).

Artist: www.franckvigroux.com /
www.facebook.com/vigrouxfranck

Label: www.facebook.com/aestheticalrecordings

Since you’re here ...

... we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading Side-Line
Magazine than ever but advertising revenues across the media are falling
fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put up a paywall —
we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why
we need to ask for your help.
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Franck Vigroux Reflects on

Ancient Culture’s Reverence

for Emblematic Monuments
on New Album

‘Totem' LP lands May 24 via Aesthetical.

Franck Vigroux‘s latest album, Totem, will land in May via new
label Aesthetical.

Over 10 tracks, the French artist reflects on ancient culture’s
reverence for emblematic monuments. It follows 2017’s Barricades
LP via Eroto Tox Decodings.

Vigroux’s music is comprised of tectonic tension, pulsating
rhythms, and abrasive analogue textures. He has been is releasing
solo records since 2002, and has collaborated with avant-garde
musicians such as Mika Vainio, Reinhold Friedl, Elliott Sharp, Joey
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Baron, Zeena Parkins, and visual artists such as Antoine Schmitt
and Kurt d’Haeseleer for his A/V performances. His work has
appeared on labels such as Shapednoise’s Cosmo Rhythmatic, Leaf,
Monotype, and more.

Tracklisting
Al/ 1. Tropiques
A2 /2. Capaupire
A3/ 3. Chronostasis grand finale
B1/4.Cris

B2 /5. Rhinocéros
B3 /6. Baron
C1/7. Elephant
C2/ 8. Frontiéres
D1 /9. Télévision
D2/ 10. Diaphane

Totem LP lands May 24 via Aesthetical, with “Capaupire” streaming
below, alongside a video teaser.
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Franck VIgroux: HTHTEPBBIO C
(ppaHIy3CKHUM 3JIEKTPOHIIUKOM

MOr MbO3NK CTAANC

Apr 20 - 4 min read

dpaHuy3ckunm aptuct Franck Vigroux
coBMeLlLaeT B cebe 04HOBPEMEHHO MY3bIKAHT U

pexunccep. Kak ncnonHuTenb oH cnocobeH
paboTaTb B OY€Hb LWUMPOKOM MY3blKaJIbHOM
Anana3oHe OT /IeKTPOAKYCTUKM N KNACCUKU
A0 UHAACTpUan—-Housa u
3KCNepUMeHTaN-3/1IeKTPOHUKKN. Kak
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nepdopmep N pexmccep oH akTUBHO
COTPYAHMYAET C XYA0XHUKAMWU, CO3aaBas
MeXANCUUNNHAPHbIE WOY, B KOTOPbIX
3aLeUCTBYIOTCA BUAEOUHCTANNALUM U CaMble
pa3Hble Meauna.

Ha ero cuety paboTa ¢ TaKUMUN U3BECTHbLIMU
apTucrtamu, kak Mika Vainio (3 ¢puHckon
koMaHAbl Pan Sonic), Reinhold Friedl, Elliott
Sharp, Joey Baron, Zeena Parkins.

DPp3HK, pACCKAXKH 0 CBOEM MY3bIKAJIBHOM O3KIrpayH/ie

IIpexxze Bcero s THUTApUCT, U ¢ CAMOI'0O PaHHEro BO3pacTa Urpajl BO MHOXKECTBE
TPYIIL: B IOHOCTU — METAJI, II03Ke — CBOOOAHYI0 MIIpoBu3anuo. K cuactsio, y MeHsA
ObLIa BO3MOKHOCTD ITOITPOOOBATH ce0s1 BO MHOTHUX MY3bIKJIBHBIX JKaHPaX, U JI0 CHX

IIOP 51 CTapaioCch OBITh OTKPBITHIM JJISI JTFOOOU MY3BIKHU.

Ho ThI elle ¥ 3aHNMAaelnbCs pe:xxruccypoi nepgopmancon. OTKyaa y Tedosn
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BO3HHUK TaKOU MHTEPeEC?

9To mpUILIOo co BpeMeHeM. PaboTas Ha paano, co3ziaBas coOCTBEHHbIE
BU/IEOMHCTAJUISIINY WIN B3aUMO/IENCTBYA ¢ lepdpopMaHC-apTUCTAMU, BCAKUH pa3 A
M3y4Jajl To, KaK B3aMMO/IeNCTBYeT My3bIKa U N300parkeHNe, My3bIKa U TEKCT, My3bIKa
u Tes1o0. [IpofesaB OrpOMHYIO IOATOTOBUTEJIBHYIO PabOTy, 1 CO BpeMeHEeM CTaJl
CO371aBaTh CBOM ayAMOBU3YyasIbHbIE Tep(hOPMAHCHI — TO, UTO 51 ObI HA3BAJ

«3JIEKTPOHHOU OTIEPOI».

TBosa MY3bIKA YaCTO 3BYYHUTDHb OUYCHDb I'PDA3HO U KECCTKO. Th1 MmoO:xemb

pacckaszaTh 0 CBO€ My3bIKAJIbHOUW KOHIIEIITUH ?

Bospinas yacth Moell My3bIKH — 3TO KOMOHWHAIIUs 3JIEKTPOHHBIX OMTOB, HOIi3a,
JIpOyHa 1 moIu(POHUH. YTO-TO 3BYUUT JEHCTBUTEILHO OUEHD KECTKO 1 IPy0O, HO
JlaJIeKO He Bce. Y MeHs JlajKe eCThb IJIACTHHKA, T/Ie 51 UTPAro0 4TO-TO Bpo/e 6Jro3a (B

MOEM CTUJIe, KOHEUHO) — TaM TOJILKO TUTapa U HUKaKOoro HOM3a.

A pa0doTa B KauecTBe pe:Kuccepa M mocraHoBiuka. Kak ona mporekaer?

Kaxk PEXKUCCED A4 BCEra OUEHDb YETKO IIOHUMAIO, YETO A X004y ,Z[O6I/ITI>C}I 1 KaK JO0J/I2KEH

BBITJISA/IETh UTOTOBBIU pe3ysibTaT. OTAesibHaA 3a71a4a, KOTOpasi CTOUT Iiepefio MHON —
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0OWBATHCS COTVIACOBAHHOCTHU C APTUCTAMHU, KOTOPBIX I ITPUTJIAIIAI0 K padore.
[ToroMy UTO MHE Ba’KHO, UTOOBI UTOTOBBIN pe3yJIbTAT OBLI CJIE/ICTBHEM PABHOTO

y4acCTHd BCEX: MEHA, TAHIIOPOB, Blmeo-r[ep(bopMepOB, HCIOJIHUTEJIEN U T.A.

B ogHOM 13 TBOUX BUAEO-KIUNOB, Centaure, crepeoTUIIHbIE PeKJIaMHbIe
CJIOTaHbI MOSIBJISIOTCS MOBEPX 3alMcel peaIbHBIX mpecTtyiieHu. C

MecCCeaKeM 3TOr0 KJIUIA ThI COIJIaCeH?

OnpeniesieHHO. 3aMbIces1 KJIUIa IPeAebHO SICEH: 3/1eCh UYTO-TO U/IET HE TaK!

Kak TbI nunienrb CBOX My3bIKY?

OOGBIYHO 5TO UHTYUTUBHBIN IIpoIiecc. Y MeHs HET KAaKOU-TO KOHKPETHOM
KOHIIENIINU», KOTopas Obl T0BJIEJIa HaJ Beel paboTroi. A mpocTo co3aato
My3bIKaJIbHbIE (DPAarMEHTHI, OTOMPAI0 KaK1e-TO U3 HUX U IIOTOM HAaYMHAIO UTPATh

KHUBbLEM.
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Pacckakul 0 MIpoeKTax, HaJi KOTOPBIMH ThI ceiiyac paGoraenb

B naHHBIN MOMEHT y MeHs iBa npoekTa. [lepBbiil — ayinoBU3yaIbHBIN IepdOopMaHC

Chronostasis, KOTOpbIH {1 Jies1al0 COBMECTHO XyA0KHUKOM AHTyaHoM llImuzrom. B

OCHOBE HJie — 00paTUMOCTh BpEMEHH.

BTopoii npoekT — umMmepcuBHbIN nepdopmanc Flesh, Hag koTopsiM s paboTtato
BMECTe ¢ KOMaH/I0H U3 TAHIIOPOB U BUe0-niepdopMepoB. B ocHOBe croxkeTa —
HCTOPUS YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPBIN MepeKUyl CUJIbHYIO aBTOKaTacTpody U BIIas B
HEU3BECTHOE MICUXNYECKOe COCTOSTHUE. UTOOBI JOOUTHCS TTOJTHOTO MOTPYKEHUSA
3PUTEJISA MBI JIaxKe BOCCO3/1aeM 0COOEHHOCTH OIIlyIeHui repos. I[Ipembepa Flesh

3aluIaHMpoBaHa Ha mapt 2018.
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HackoJbKO BaKHbI TEXHOJIOTHUH B TBOEH padore?

Ac HHTEPECOM CJIEXKY 3a HOBBIMHU TEXHOJIOTUAMM, U CTAPAIOCh IIDUMEHATD UX B CBOUX
BBICTYIIJICHUAX. Ho Texnuka JJIA ME€HA — 3TO CKOpPEE CPpEeACTBO JOCTHKEHNA KaKHX-TO

niesieii. He Ha060poT.

Pacckaku 0 cBOeM MYJIbTUMEIUHHOM IpoeKTe Tempest

[npoexm modicHo 6bL10 ysudems Ha mockosckom Synthpozium 5, komopuwiii

npoxodua 6 2018]

[TepBoHauasibHaA uesi 6bLJIA B TOM, UTOOBI IIPE/ICTABUTh KOCMOTOHIUYECKYIO
KapTHUHY, B KOTOPOU IIyM OyZieT BU3yaJn3UpPOBaH B KauecTBe KOCMUUYecKou 6ypu
(Tempest). B atom ntepdopmance Mol ¢ AHTYaHoM IIIMuarom pabotaau 60K 0 60K: s
yIIPaBJIsAJl My3bIKOH, a4 OH B PeaJIbHOM BPEMEHU TeHePUPOBAJ N300pakeHus,
cxiazpiBad ux n3 10.000 nukcesnent. C 3Tol porpaMMOl Mbl BBICTYIIQIU 4 TO/ia U

Kak/JIbIM pa3 1opabaThIBaIu ee.

A Kak TbBI BOOﬁIIIe OTHOCHIIbBCA K MCIIOJIb3OBAaHHUIO BU/1€0 B

BI)ICTyl'IJIeHI/IHX? HanpnMep, €CThb apTHUCTHhI, KOTOPbIC HE JIIO0AT
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CMeEIInBaThb 3THU BEIIlN.

Korpa s BeICTynIa10 — COJIBHO WJIM C TPYIIION — MHEe He HPABUTCS CTAaTUYHOE BUEO.
Tak ke, Kak ¥ He HPABUTCS, KOT/Ia 1 HAX0XKYCh 110 JPYTYIO CTOPOHY OT ClieHbI. [[jis
MeHsI «MCII0JIb30BAaHUE BUE0» — 3TO paboTa B peaJibHOM BPEMEHU, KOT/IA
BU/Ie0-TieppOpMep WU UHKEHeP MTapajyIeJIbHO CO MHOM CO3/1aeT TeHepaTUBHbIE
BU/IeOPAABI. IMEHHO Tak s1 paboTas Ha/i CBOUMU TOCJIETHUMHE mepdoMaHCcaMu

Centaure, Croix mwru Tempest.

YBuzaers cosabHoe BbIcTyIuieHue Franck Vigroux ser cmoskere 28 anpesisa B

MOCKOBCKOM Kyoe “Illarn”.

Buiaersr: https://shagi.timepad.ru/event/955778/7?
fbclid=IwAR110etzegTLG6pIh7ShOREcronvreSR9Xxs6i-dfFCjarOYO7-L2ctJdRw
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Mika Vainio/1Franck Vigroux
Ignis EP

7.8

BY: THEABALLARD

EXPERIMENTAL

On the second album to result from a two-year collaboration between late electronic pioneer Mika Vainio

and French composer Franck Vigroux, the most striking moments are also the most elemental.
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South of France, Vigroux’s electroacoustic experiments (which sometimes expand into other
mediums, including performance) and Vainio’s relentless electronics intersected in a searing place. In 2015,
two years before Vainio passed away, they released a collection of these tracks as Peau froide, léger soleil, a
blistering album that conjured an atmosphere similar to the dystopian aesthetic Vigroux was concurrently

exploring in his solo work.

Ignis is the second, and perhaps not the last, compilation of material from this two-year project. Some of the
heaviness of Peau froide has dispersed on this release, but even where the sounds the pair generates have
shed some weight, a resolute intensity remains. Its compositions move toward experiments in dynamic and
presence that ultimately reconfigure the listener’s relationship to the basic sonic building blocks of that

intensity.

The six tracks comprising Ignis are largely without traditional structure, and they vary in the textures and
sounds they incorporate such that there’s never quite a unifying palette. In the case of so many other
experiments based in live collaboration, a sense of the participants’ curiosity will provide a structureless
outing with its internal logic. But the assertiveness with which Vainio and Vigroux navigate leaps in
frequency, or from claustrophobic hiss to echoing expanse, indicates that these artists already know their

way around this uneven ground—or at least are coolly unsurprised when the floor gives way beneath them.

The album’s opening track, “Brume,” introduces relatively gentle modulating tones that form a sound
somewhere on the outskirts of minimal techno. Dread-suffused drones swirl in, trailing long shadows

behind them. “Ne te retourne pas” follows a similar path of submersion, beginning with a pairing of high and
low frequencies, then slowly filling the chasm between them with a churning mix of crackling and razor-
edged prismatic sounds. Though the record goes on to incorporate more conspicuously harsh textures (on
“Luxure,” for example, there’s a measured onslaught of violent mechanical noise), the silences that open up

are just as essential and intentional here as the pulses of sound they punctuate.

These studies in absence allow detail to come to the fore; many of the most striking moments on Ignis are
the most elemental (it’s fitting that the album’s title is the Latin word for “fire”). Delicate—but never
precious—microtones feel like nothing more than dry wisps of electricity. A heavily vocoded vocal on “Un
peu apres le soleil” is a jarring, if illegible, evocation of language amid a field of near-total abstraction. When
a melodic string sound enters at the tail end of “Luceat lux,” a faint hint of color threading in among

grayscale texture, it feels like a revelation.

https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/mika-vainio-franck-vigroux-ignis-ep/amp/?__twitter_impression=true[14/10/2019 17:08:59]


https://cosmorhythmatic.bandcamp.com/album/peau-froide-le-ger-soleil

Ignis EP | Pitchfork
Concerned as it is with fundamental components and the spatial presence of sound, Ignis moves with ease
between its emotional and sculptural impulses. As is often my experience with Vainio’s solo work, I find it
impossible to listen to music that sounds this cold without reading dread, anger, negativity—and perhaps
without experiencing fear at the strangeness of it all, something I’'m fairly certain neither Vainio nor

Vigroux, who produce and sustain these sounds at a deliberate, exploratory pace, felt.

Though they’re hardly the point, those dark sensations aren’t necessarily irrelevant; rather, they’re another
set of elemental components among the many at play on Ignis. And over the course of these six tracks, a
reshaping of our associations with such pieces occurs. This transformation coalesces in closer “Feux,” an
epic that feels deliriously full after the experiments in restraint that precede it. Vainio and Vigroux’s path to

maximalism is an uncommon one, a glowing flame aware of the singe left in its wake.
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TOTEM

—Joseph Burnett , June 11th, 2019 09:33

Totem by Franck Vigroux is brutal, but subtly so, finds Joseph Burnett

With a title like Totem and its evocation of Native American traditions and the stereotypical
association that evokes of nature and animals one could be forgiven for assuming French producer-
composer Franck Vigroux has gone down a folk road. Instead his collision of musique concrete and
electronica reasserts folk’s relationship to both the avant-garde and dance music, albeit in brutalist
and abrasive fashion. This isn’t music for a campfire sing-song or to be played in a pub at
midsummer but its rugged vigour nonetheless stretches away from modern production tools into

something more primeval.

Totem features some of the most uncompromising and colossal electronic music you will hear this
year. In a manner not a million miles away from the later work of the great Scott Walker, Vigroux
builds up and juxtaposes hefty blocks of sound, often alternating between moments of calm and
seething noise, as on ‘Capaupire’ on which a metronomic, minimal backbeat and ambient textures
are sporadically interrupted by walls of abrasive white noise. On “Tropiques Tropiques’ these slabs
of noise come close to echoing the caustic doom metal of a SUNN O))) or a Wolves in the Throne
Room, another North American pagan leitmotiv to chime with the album’s title even as it slyly

confounds any expectations of the tropics.

For all the sturm und drang, however, Totem is a subtle and intricate album that owes just as much
to Wolfgang Voigt as it does Throbbing Gristle or Merzbow. Tracks like ‘Rhinocéros’, ‘Frontiéres’
and ‘Baron’ are low-key electronic explorations, hypnotic beats and looped synth patterns building
quietly, with the expected explosions of noise kept at bay. The joy is in delving into the sonic
depths Vigroux plunders to parse out hidden melodies and meanings. ‘Cris’ and ‘Chronostasis
grand finale’ meanwhile are redolent of Ben Frost’s epic constructions but with the Australian’s
bombast stripped away to reveal a moody, haunted core. ‘Elephant’ takes this mood to notable
heights as synth lines and disembodied voices swim in and out of focus like ghosts pleading to be

noticed before a wave of drone swallows them whole like a tide.

On Totem, Franck Vigroux’s take on folk traditions sees him heave up almighty boulders of sound
to unearth the hidden ghosts underneath. Quite how they relate to a notion of totems remains
somewhat out of reach, as do the animals evoked in certain track titles. Is this a form of unpleasant
cultural appropriation or a case of sardonic humour? Such questions can make it a frustrating
experience but on the other hand Totem certainly towers like its namesakes tend to and between this
scale and the mysteries it contains, it’s an album that lingers in the memory even after the last notes

have faded away.
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